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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 4895 

FOR L/PM ACTION 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR 

SUBJ: CABINET TASK EORCE ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS ABROAD: 
FOREIGN LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 

REE: A. STATE 094647, B. 75 HONG KONG 14139 

1. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS IN REF A ARE: 

A. YES 

B. NO. PAYMENTS MADE TO GOVERNMENT OEFICIALS IS 

AN OEFENSE PER SE, BUT NON-DISCLOSURE IS NOT. HOWEVER, 
WHERE IT APPEARS THAT AN OFEENSE HAS BEEN COMMITTED, 

THE KONG KONG GOVERNMENT CAN REQUIRE DISCLOSURE IN 
THE COURSE OF ITS INVESTIGATION. IN THAT CASE, FAILURE 
TO DISCLOSE IS AN OFFENSE. 

C. NO 

D. AND E. NOT APPLICABLE TO HONG KONG BECAUSE OE 
ITS STATUS AS A BRITISH COLONY. THERE ARE NO POLITICAL 
PARTIES. 

F. YES 

2. PART II OF THE HONG KONG PREVENTION OF BRIBERY 
ORDINANCE STATES THAT IT IS AN OEFENSE TO OFFER OR 
RECEIVE AN ADVANTAGE TO OR ON THE PART OE A PUBLIC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OR HAVING BEEN A CROWN SERVANT (A) MAINTAINS A STANDARD 
OF LIVING ABOVE THAT WHICH IS COMMENSURATE WITH HIS 
PRESENT OR PAST OFFICIAL EMOLUMENTS; OR (B) IS IN CONTROL 
OF PECUNIARY RESOURCES OR PROPERTY DISPROPORTIONATE TO 
HIS PRESENT OR PAST OFFICIAL EMOLUMENTS, SHALL, UNLESS 
HE GIVES A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION TO THE COURT . . . 

BE GUILTY OF AN OFFENCE." THERE HAVE BEEN MANY CON- 
VICTIONS UNDER THIS LAST SECTION SINCE THE INDEPENDENT 
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION BEGAN OPERATION IN 1974. 

3. PART II ALSO PROSCRIBES CORRUPT COMMERCIAL TRANS- 
ACTIONS WITH AGENTS, E.G. THE ACCEPTANCE OE OEFER, 
WITHOUT LAWEUL AUTHORITY OR REASONABLE EXCUSE, OF ANY 
ADVANTAGE BY OR TO AN AGENT. 

4. AS CAN BE SEEN EROM THE ABOVE, HONG KONG HAS STRICT 
LAWS AGAINST QUESTION ALBE PEYMENTS. THEY ARE ALSO 
STRICTLY ENFORCED. 

5. FULL TEXT OE ORDINACE WAS SENT TO DEPT. ON 
DECEMBER 9, 1975 AS AN ATTACHMENT TO HONG KONG A-243. 
CROSS 
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